
Page 42 

 

Philosophy & Ethics AS & A2 Level: 

Entry Requirements: A minimum of five GCSE passes at Grade C or above including English or 
English Literature preferably at grade B or above. The ability to work 
independently is essential. 

Course Content: In Greek, ‘Philosophy’ means ‘the love of wisdom’. It is an exciting and a 
challenging subject opening up new perspectives on the world and 
ourselves. It provides skills for clear thinking and challenges what one has 
always believed. Most of us at some time ask basic philosophical questions 
such as ‘what is the purpose of our existence? Could we ever be justified 
in breaking the law? Could our lives be just a dream?’ and so on. The 
subject matter of Philosophy investigates some highly profound questions: 
‘What can we know about the world we live in? Is right or wrong simply a 
matter of culture? Is it rational to believe in God?’ Philosophy encourages 
independent thought and enables one not to simply accept what others 
write and say, at face value. Doing Philosophy is not easy though. It is 
difficult to understand the arguments and ideas but you will develop the 
skills with practice. Apart from reading the ideas and arguments of 
philosophers, you will develop clear thinking skills through discussion and 
debate. 

 

Progression into 
careers via: 

If you find the subject stimulating, you could study it at University or combine it 
with another subject (such as Sociology, Government & Politics, Psychology, 
English etc) in a Joint Honours Degree. A career in journalism, law, civil service, 
teaching and a range of careers that require clear analytical thinking skills. 

Length of Course: AS One-year, which can be extended to the full A Level by completing the 
second year. 
A2 Two years. 

Examination Board: Edexcel Advanced Subsidiary GCE in Religious Studies (Philosophy and Ethics) 

Periods Per Week: 5 Hours per week 

For further information, 
please contact: 

 

Further Information: To do Philosophy, you should have a genuinely inquiring and open mind. You 
should welcome the challenge of grappling with significant arguments and ideas. 
You should be keen on developing the skills and the cut and thrust of arguments 
and counter-arguments. 

AS Level – Year 1 
Unit 1 
Foundations Unit 1 Philosophy of Religion and 
Ethics 
Unit 2 
Investigations Unit 2 The Study of Ethics (Area C)  

A2 Level – Year 2 
Unit 3 
Developments Unit 3 Philosophy of Religion and 
Ethics  
Unit 4 
Implications Unit 4 Religion and Human Experience  


